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A Word from the Senior Pastor
Happy New Year! It’s a new
church year! The new church
year begins each fall with the
start of the season of Advent,
the four-week penitential season
that precedes Christmas. So, yes,
the colors are Advent blue in
the church again. The Christmas
decorations are up (thanks to
everyone who helped decorate),
though the lights remain off until
Christmas Eve. We’re lighting
the Advent wreath and holding Advent suppers and Evening Prayer. But the new church year means a whole new
set of Scripture texts will be used. Last year, we used the
Series C set of texts (see pp. xviii-xix in the front of the
Lutheran Service Book–LSB) with its emphasis on the
Gospel according to St. Luke. This year, we’re back to Series A (pp. xiv-xv in LSB) and an emphasis on the Gospel
according to St. Matthew. Each has a sprinkling of texts
from the Gospel according to St. John.
In our preparation for Christmas, we set aside this
short season of Advent with special Wednesday services
— Evening Prayer (7:00 PM). Thanks to Peter Wagner
for his suggestion on the theme. We’re calling it “OT
Icons of Christ” using the Old Testament lessons from
the One-Year Series of texts. Those icons are Jesus as “A
Righteous Branch,” as the “Sun of Righteousness,” who
comforts like a shepherd, who is the “Prophet like Moses.”
The prayers are devotional, so not too long. You can also
receive the Sacrament in the chapel after the prayers. And
don’t forget that we serve a supper from 5:45 – 7:00 PM
beforehand. … I hope you’re able to attend.
Then there’s the Christmas celebrations. Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols is a Saturday night, and the Christmas
Day Festival is a regular Sunday Divine Service. Hopefully everyone that’s in town is planning to come celebrate
the birth of the Savior who is Christ the Lord.
One last thing about holiday services, we’ll not have

a New Year’s Eve service, but a Divine Service on New
Year’s Day, which is a Sunday. And after the Divine Service, we’ll have our Zion Christmas party, this year for
the 8th day of Christmas.
Follow Ups
The “Let the Children Come” banquet and benefit for
the school went well. Good food. Good conversation.
Good speaker. Good opportunity to support our LSUS.
We didn’t have as many Zion members there as I was
hoping for. Put it on your “must do” for next fall. As yet
I don’t have any numbers on giving.
I also don’t have final numbers on our “It’s Time …
Again” effort with regard to Concordia Lutheran High
School. I’ll let you know as soon as I can. Hopefully, we
will have erased this debt to CLHS.
Thanks to everyone who returned your pledge cards.
Those numbers are being compiled, but you know we
do not use the pledges for budgeting purposes (budget is
made in May and June). The effort is especially for your
sake as you plan your giving and track it.
I wrote in April and June about Rev. Dr. Gregory
Schulz of Concordia University, Mequon. In a brief
update, he wrote: “Praise and thanksgiving to our Lord,
the Shepherd of His Church! ¶ I have learned that the
Concordia University Wisconsin Board of Regents has
apparently responded to the pastors and people of the
LCMS and its home District by repudiating the Wokeism
of the previous administration in no uncertain terms”
(“End of the the [sic] Church Year - Beginning of a Season of Reformation at CUWAA?” change.org, November
20, 2022). Dr. Schulz has not yet been restored to his
teaching position. I pray that will happen soon.
You recall also that I wrote in April and May about
the fight for religious freedom taking place in Finland
involving two Lutherans, Member of Parliament Päivi
Räsänen and Lutheran Bishop Juhana Pohjola. They
won their case, but the state appealed. I have no update
on that appeal; however, Bishop Pohjola has recently

been elected to be the new chairman of the International
Lutheran Council board of directors. This fight clearly
has not muzzled Bishop Pohjola; I’m sure it won’t Dr.
Räsänen, either. I’ll update you further when I hear more
about the appeal.
Walther on Law and Gospel
In Walther’s ninth evening lecture, he introduces his
next thesis by taking up the topic of the Antichrist, a
topic that can make some Lutherans uncomfortable. He
lamented that at the time of his lecture, “nearly one-half”
of all Christians “are still followers of the Pope, the
Antichrist” (p. 67). Even worse, he lamented that “the
majority of those who claim to be Lutherans refuse to
believe that the Pope is the Antichrist and the Papacy the
antichristian power” (p. 67).
Excursus: That’s an interesting statement by Walther given more recent statements by the LCMS. For
example, the September 1989 Report of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod called “The ‘End Times’:
A Study on Eschatology and Millennialism” states:
“Concerning the historical identity of the Antichrist,
we affirm the Lutheran Confessions’ identification
of the Antichrist with the office of the papacy whose
official claims continue to correspond to the Scriptural
marks listed above”; and “we observe the distinction
which the Lutheran Confessors made between the
office of the pope (papacy) and the individual men who
fill that office” (II.B.2.a; emphasis mine). There is no
doubt that the Apology talks about “the kingdom of
Antichrist” and says that “the papacy will … be a part”
of it (Ap XV:18), but that’s not the usual way the Confessions speak. The Treatise on the Power and Primacy
of the Pope says that “the marks of Antichrist plainly
agree with the kingdom of the pope and his followers,”
but it doesn’t just talk about the papacy in an abstract
way. It talks about the one “ruling in the Church” (TR
39), namely, the pope. The “pope rules in the Church,”
“the doctrine of the pope conflicts in many ways with
the Gospel,” “the pope claims for himself divine authority,” “he defends these horrible errors and this impiety” (TR 40). “The pope exercises a twofold tyranny
…” (TR 51). And although the section in the Smalcald
Articles is entitled “The Papacy,” it speaks in large part
about the pope. It calls the pope explicitly “the true
Endchrist or Antichrist.” (SA, Part 2, IV:10). It calls
“the papacy” “the devil himself,” while the devil’s
“apostle” is “the pope or Antichrist” (IV:14). Thus, the
Confessions don’t say what that report says they do.
In fact, what this report tries to do is nonsensical.
We wouldn’t talk that way about the President of

the country, saying to Mr. Biden, “oh, you’re not
the Commander in Chief, the office of the President
is.” No. The one elected as president exercises the
power of the Office. He is the President until the
next one is elected, and he is the Commander in
Chief. Likewise, the one elected as pope holds the
papal office, and he is the Pope. As pope, he is the
current instantiation of the Antichrist.
For the LCMS in a Frequently Asked Question
(FAQ) to state that “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod does not teach, nor has it ever taught,
that any individual Pope as a person, is to be identified with the Antichrist” is misleading at best. The
“Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the
Missouri Synod,” adopted in 1932, states: “Of the
Antichrist: As to the Antichrist we teach that the
prophecies of the Holy Scriptures concerning the
Antichrist, 2 Thess. 2:3-12; 1 John 2:18, have been
fulfilled in the Pope of Rome and his dominion. …
Hence we subscribe to the statement of our Confessions that the Pope is ‘the very Antichrist.’” The
LCMS cannot have been more explicit. The misleading words in the FAQ are “as a person.” No one
suggests that any individual, pope or otherwise, was
born as the Antichrist, that his very being is one of
Antichrist. Not at all. But when one occupies the office of the Antichrist, that makes him the Antichrist.
Therefore, let us not let Walther’s lament fall upon
us modern Lutherans. Let us call a thing what it is,
as good theologians of the cross (Luther, Heidelberg
Disputation, Thesis 21, Luther’s Works, 31:53).
Walther’s “point of supreme importance is this: Passing by those societies which deny the Triune God and
which are outside of the pale of the Christian Church, I
find that the Pope is the only one in the entire Christian
Church who is an outspoken enemy of the free grace of
God in Christ, an enemy of the Gospel under the guise of
the Christian religion and aping its institutions” (p. 69).
This leads him to his next thesis:
Thesis V: “The first manner of confounding Law and
Gospel is the one most easily recognized — and the
grossest. It is adopted, for instance, by Papists, Socinians, and Rationalists and consists in this, that Christ is
represented as a new Moses, or Lawgiver, and the Gospel
turned into a doctrine of meritorious works, while at the
same time those who teach that the Gospel is the message
of the free grace of God in Christ are condemned and
anathematized, as is done by the papists.” (p. 69).
Although Walther mentions Socinians and Rationalists in his thesis, it’s really the Papists that he directs his
fire upon. He gives a number of examples from Rome,

especially from the ignominious Council of Trent, where
they explicitly confound law and gospel, claiming that the
gospel is “a moral norm” (p. 69, emphasis his). “In Canon
21 [of the Council], adopted at its sixth session, this synagog of Satan decrees: ‘If any one says that Christ Jesus
has been given by God to men that He should be their
Redeemer, in whom they are to trust, and not also their
Lawgiver, whom they are to obey, let him be anathema.’
This decree overthrows the Christian religion completely. If Christ came into the world to publish new laws to
us, we should feel like saying that He might as well have
stayed in heaven. Moses had already given us so perfect a
Law that we could not fulfil it. Now, if Christ had given us
additional laws, that would have had to drive us to despair.” “If the teaching of Christ were a law, it would not
be an eujaggevlion, a glad tiding, but a sad tiding” (p. 70).
Walther goes on to show what the gospel truly is: not
what we do but what Christ has done, received by us
through faith. This “is what Scripture means when it says,
‘Believe.’ That means, Claim as your own what Christ has
acquired” (p. 71). In Christ, God established a new covenant with mankind, not one of the law but one of faith and
of the heart. “Any one, therefore, imagining that Christ is
a new Lawgiver and has brought us new laws cancels the
entire Christian religion. For he removes that by which
the Christian religion differs from all other religions in the
world. All other religions say to man: ‘You must become
just so and so and do such and such works if you wish
to go to heaven.’ Over against this the Christian religion
says: ‘You are a lost and condemned sinner; you cannot
be your own Savior. But do not despair on that account.
There is One who has acquired salvation for you. Christ
has opened the portals of heaven to you and says to you:
Come, for all things are ready. Come to the marriage of
the Lamb.’ That is the reason, too, why Christ says: ‘I
heal the sick, not them that are whole. I am come to seek
and save that which was lost. I am not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance’” (p. 71-72). Jesus
preaches it; Jesus’ example shows it. This message is
throughout Scripture in plain language — John 1:17; John
3:17; Rom. 1:16-17; 1 Tim. 1:15.
Moreover, when Jesus spoke law words, it was not as a
new lawgiver, but He was opening up “the spiritual meaning of the Law” (p., 74), expounding “the true meaning of
the Law” (p. 75), and showing us how utterly incapable
we are at fulfilling that Law. Rome taught that “the Law is
easier than the Gospel because it lays its injunctions, not
on the heart, but on the hand, or the gross external act”
(p. 76). That is so wrong. The Law isn’t easier than the
Gospel, first, because the Gospel isn’t something we do.
Christ has accomplished it; the Spirit gives us faith. It’s

God’s work alone! The Law isn’t easier, second, because
it’s impossible to do. “None is righteous, no, not one; …
All have turned aside; … no one does good, not even one.
… All have sinned” (Rom. 3:10-12, 23). And Jesus says,
“With man this is impossible” (Matt. 19:26).
Our salvation is all by God’s grace through faith
without the mingling of our works (Eph. 2:8-9), and that
Christian message is what Trent calls “accursed.” “In its
sixth session the Council of Trent passed this decree: ‘If
any one says that men are made righteous solely through
the imputation of the righteousness of Christ or solely
through the forgiveness of sin, to the exclusion of the
grace and love which by the Holy Spirit is poured out in
their hearts and is inherent in them; or that the grace by
which we are made righteous is nothing else than the favor of God, — let him be accursed. If any one says that
the faith which makes men righteous is nothing else than
trust in the divine mercy, which remits sins for Christ’s
sake, or that it is only this trust that makes us righteous,
— let him be accursed. … If any one says that a justified
person does not, by reason of the good works which are
done by him through the grace of God and the merit of
Jesus Christ, whose living member he is, truly merit an
increase of grace, eternal life, and the actual obtainment
of eternal life, provided he dies in grace, — let him be
accursed’” (p. 74, emphasis in original, emphasis mine).
Let Roman Catholics in America or elsewhere complain all they want about Lutherans calling the pope the
Antichrist. I will be unmoved by their protestations, at
least until they remove their condemnations of Lutherans
for their proclamation of the pure Gospel.
Rigged?
You recall that in September The Lutheran Schools
Partnership held their VIP Signature Event with Mollie
Hemingway as the featured speaker. A group of four
former Lutheran educators wrote a letter to the editor
calling for the Partnership to “bar Hemingway at their
event” from “promoting her book” or “spreading [her]
lie” about the results of the 2020 election. They accused
her of “deliberate dishonesty,” of using “irresponsible
rhetoric,” and of being “willful[ly] deceit[ful].”
Several responded to this attack on Mollie, who by the
way is a Missouri Synod Lutheran, defending her, including Jim Voelz from Zion and myself. I certainly felt
the urge to “defend [her], speak well of [her], and explain everything in the kindest way,” as Luther teaches.
I later saw an interesting review of Mollie’s book on
“The Stream” by Dr. Alex Chediak, a Ph.D. professor
from U.C. Berkeley. I don’t know this professor, of course,
but one can imagine that a professor from the flagship

university in California would not be an Indiana-style
conservative, and yet he praised Mollie’s presentation. “I
so appreciate[d] Mollie Hemingwayʼs new book, Rigged:
How the Media, Big Tech, and the Democrats Seized Our
Elections. Itʼs long: 332 pages of text. Itʼs meaty: 85 pages
of references. Itʼs holistic, looking at the big picture — not
just the voting machines on election day — and putting
recent events in a historical context. Rigged doesnʼt refer
mainly to the voting, but to the entire process. Itʼs an
engaging and insightful book. When necessary, the technicalities are explained clearly and carefully.”
He then proceeded to summarize the points that Mollie made, including how social media giant Facebook
worked to “tip the scales” of the election. With recent
revelations from Twitter, it’s verified that Facebook was
not the only social media company working to influence the 2020 presidential election. That’s not “election
fraud,” but it is a cause for concern. It also makes it understandable that so many in our country today question
the fairness of our elections.
Dr. Chediak concluded his review with a hopeful
comment: “Perhaps Iʼm naïve or overly optimistic, but
maybe Rigged can provide a context for people with
different political leanings to agree upon commonsense
election rules that would allow all parties to be confident
in the process.” That’s more like the response I would
expect from former Lutheran educators … an interest in
the truth regardless of one’s political leanings, and, of
course, putting the best construction on everything
I don’t want this section of my Voice article to come
across as political, either. We have diverse political views
at Zion. We can surely discuss them at church without
rancor. You may not convince me; I may not convince
you; and that’s okay, because we have a unity in something better, someone greater. Our unity is in Christ, in
His gospel, and in His church — “There is one body and
one Spirit — just as you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call — one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all” (Eph. 4:4-6).
Abortion Battles
Since the Dobbs decision handed down in June, the
battles over abortion have been raging.
There have been some wins at the ballot box for
abortion — Kansas refused to pass a state constitutional
amendment that would have prohibited abortion in the
state; Michigan just passed a constitutional amendment
that allows for abortion — what they call “reproductive
freedom” — but still allows the state to regulate abortion
after “fetal viability”; and Kentucky voters refused to

put an abortion ban in their state constitution, although
abortion is still banned in the state.
On the other side of the ledger, proponents for life have
had wins also in several states with state legislatures enacting various bans on abortion, some without exception,
some like Indiana with exceptions for the health of the
mother and cases of rape and incest, and some with bans
after a period of time (6 weeks, 15 weeks, etc.).
Some of the laws are being challenged in the courts,
with injunctions being placed on the laws. Indiana’s law
has. We will need to be patient as the cases proceed.
Indiana’s AG Todd Rokita has been active in fighting for
life. He recently had a “win” “defending the dignity of
life” (News Release, November 29, 2022). In this decision, “the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals [upheld] —
for the second time — an Indiana law requiring medical
facilities to bury or cremate fetal remains following
abortions.” That’s good news.
AG Rokita is also in a court battle with Dr. Caitlin
Bernard of Indianapolis, who became notorious for performing an abortion on a 10-year-old rape victim from
Ohio. Rokita is investigating Dr. Bernard for improper
reporting. Dr. Bernard sought to enjoin the AG from this
investigation. The AG referred the case to the state medical licensing board, and an Indiana judge ruled just last
Friday (Dec. 2) that she would not stop that investigation
(Tom Davies, “Judge declines to block Rokita probe of
Bernard, but says AG violated confidentiality,” indystar.
com, December 2, 2022).
Let us cheer the victories and not despair of the losses.
Proponents for life have been battling for decades. Let
us not become discouraged but redouble our efforts at
saving innocent lives — “the fight is fierce, the warfare
long” (“For All the Saints,” LSB677:5).
One quick addendum to the abortion narrative is what
is happening worldwide with regard to families. We’re
having fewer children. “We’ve already hit peak child –
there will never again be more children alive than there
are today, with fertility rates plummeting across the
globe” (Casey Briggs, “The world has reached 8 billion
people — but soon we’ll hit a decline we’ll never reverse,” abc.net.au, November 15, 2022). Models suggest
that world population will grow for a few more decades
— we’re living longer, and we have better health care —
but then it will start to decline. Some countries’ populations already have begun to decline. What this all means
in the long term, no one knows, but look for continued
change in the future. As Christians, however, let us not
get caught up in the despair of doomsdayers. Let us continue in hope … the victory’s won.

is a new initiative to have a special Prayer Works room
United Methodist Unrest
on that campus that will be staffed 24/7, and this Prayer
The United Methodists have not been so united in
Works room will open up on January 6th, 2023. Churchrecent years. Methodists in the United States and other
es have been invited to participate in the first 100 hours
western countries want the church to approve of samesex marriages and ordain clergy who claim a special sex- of its opening, hosting an hour, and in the first 100 days
of its opening, hosting a whole day. The elders and I
ual identity — lesbian (L), gay (G), etc., an ever-changdidn’t think the latter was possible for us, but thought
ing alphabet of different sexual identities. Outside of
these western countries, the faithful want no part of these we could participate in the first 100 hours. Thus, I’ve
scheduled Zion’s hour of hosting for Sunday, January 8,
practices that are contrary to Scripture. The Methodists
2 PM. We just need two hosts, but I’m hoping more Zion
have banned these practices, but congregations in the
members will come to host … perhaps as an outreach.
U.S. have defied the rules and have done them anyway
I’ll have more info in future bulletins.
without consequence.
God bless your preparations for the holy season of
Unsurprisingly, that causes rifts in the church body.
Christmas
— both sacred and secular. See you at church.
More conservative congregations — some large congreIn Christ,
gations — are “cutting ties” with the United Methodist
Pastor Punke
Church (Associated Press, “Louisiana churches
Preventing the Spread of Respiratory Viruses
quit United Methodists,” The Journal Gazette,
News reports say that Flu, COVID, and RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) are all on
November 14, 2022). Some of these congregathe rise this year (the flu season has begun early and is spreading fast). We know what
tions are remaining “free,” that is, unaffiliated.
to do to help slow down the spread: 1) if sick, stay home and get treatment as necesOthers are joining a newly formed “Global
sary; 2) cover your cough — see below; 3) wash your hands often and well (20 sec
Methodist Church.” It doesn’t signal the demise with soap and water) or use hand sanitizer, especially after shaking hands … no fist
of the United Methodists yet, but with diminbumps yet; 4) eat well and sleep well; 5) get your vaccinations for flu and COVID.
ished numbers, their influence will decrease.
We’ll be watching.
Flu Season
The flu season is upon us, and based on data
from the CDC (Centers for Disease Control), it’s
looking bad. It is spreading early and fast. An article from Vox reported that “As of November 5,
nearly 14,000 positive flu tests had been reported
…. That’s more than 12 times the number reported at the same time in 2019” (Keren Landman,
“This flu season is looking really scary, in one
chart,” Vox, November 5, 2022). The flu along
with COVID and another virus, RSV–respiratory
syncytial virus that is dangerous for “infants and
older adults” (cdc.gov), is causing some to call
this a “tripledemic.”
What does this mean for Zion? Just, be smart.
Even before COVID, during flu season I would
often include an insert in the bulletin with common-sense ways to protect oneself and others.
During COVID, we also asked members to stay
home if you were sick. We’ve added that to our
advice in flu season. It’s not 100% preventative,
but it can help.
Closing
You have no doubt heard of the Electric
Works project on the old General Electric
campus. In conjunction with that project, there

Stop the spread of germs that can make you and others sick!

Cover your mouth and nose with a
tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Put your used tissue in the
waste basket.

If you don’t have a tissue, cough or
sneeze into your upper sleeve or
elbow, not your hands.

You may be asked to put on
a facemask to protect others.

Wash hands often with soap and
warm water for 20 seconds.
If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-based
hand rub.
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CLHS NEWS:
Join us for Concordia’s Cadets in Cadence Dinner
Auction
Concordia Lutheran High School’s Cadets in Cadence
USO Big Band Christmas Gala is December 3, and is
now sold out! We are excited to be able to offer online
only tickets for $25. You will be able to bid on silent auction items from anywhere. Bidding opens on Black Friday
(November 25).
Join us for the Concordia Clarity Webinars
There’s a lot to think about when finding the right school,
so let’s break it down! Join Concordia Lutheran High
School administrators, coaches, and teachers as they talk
about what makes Concordia special, from academics to
extracurriculars to our foundation in faith. Register online
https://go.clhscadets.com/concordia-clarity-webinars and
watch past webinars at the same link. The final webinar
is at 7 PM on December 6. Join us as we talk about Our
Foundation in Faith with Mr. Jacob Pennekamp, Head of
School.
Christmas at the Embassy
Join us for our annual Christmas at the Embassy concert
at 4 PM on Sunday, December 11 at the Historic Embassy
Theatre. Kick off the Christmas season with sounds from
our bands, choirs and orchestra students. It’s a tradition
that you won’t want to miss! Tickets are $12 for students/
seniors and $18 for general admission. Tickets are now on
sale at Ticketmaster or the Embassy Box Office.
Marching Band takes 9th at state
Congratulations to our Marching Band who took 9th
place at state in Class C! They performed at Lucas Oil
Stadium on November 5. Wonderful job, Cadets!

Concordia alumni college scholarship for African
American students at CLHS
B.L.A.S.T., which stands for the Black Lutheran Alumni
Scholarship Team, has announced this year’s scholarship
winners. A new alliance to help African American students
with their college needs. Congrations to Dontrell Johnson
& Mahelat Lee

Girls, Boys Cross Country place at State
We had a go in Terre Haute with our Boys and Girls Cross
Country team competing at state! Girls finished 8th and
the Boys finished 17th. Lexi Panning was 20th overall
with a podium finish and all-state. Well done, Cadets!
Give A Piece Of History This Christmas
Are you interested in purchasing a piece of Concordia’s
history? Concordia is selling pieces of the original 1963
gym floor in support of the continued renovations to The
Cage. Prices range from $30-$125, as well as requests for
other sizes. Purchase a piece by contacting Greg Rehberg
at grehberg@clhscadets.com or (260) 483-1102.

Delegate Tuition Information for 2023-24
Each year, Concordia Lutheran High School strives to make an excellent, Christ-centered
education affordable for all of our families. Once again, the Indiana School Choice
Scholarship is available to even more families and with increased scholarship amounts. A
family of four making less than $154,000 may qualify for upwards of $6,100. Because of
this and the generosity of many donors to the Indiana Scholarship Granting Organization
(SGO) and Concordia Educational Foundation (CEF), Concordia is equipped with more
resources than ever to meet individual family needs. 97% of students at Concordia receive
scholarships and financial aid that greatly reduces the individual parent tuition cost.
For 2023-24, CLHS tuition is set at $10,175 and the congregation scholarship for
association church members will be $1,200. This increase to tuition will be used to invest in
our highly qualified and dedicated faculty and staff with important increases to salary and
compensation. We thank you for your partnership in Christ-centered educational excellence
since 1935 and are excited about the future for our ministry together.

December Birthdays
1- Sahida Carter, Andrew Thomas
2- Sandra Martin
3- Madison Gonzalez
6- Courtney Martin, Maribell Ramirez
8- Roger Curry
9- Yvonne Easterly, Jamila Jackson
10- Daquiens Shears
11- Eric Gebhard, Laikyn Muehl, Samuel Reese
12- Jeff Brooks, Donovynn Sission-Lewis
16- Emily Gebhard, Matthew Gebhard, Sarah Gibson
17- Carl Albersmeyer
20- Stephanie Brooks, Sheila Horner, Brent Scott
21- Donald Zettelmier
22- Rebecca Bekkenutte, Jeri Critz
24- Joyce Gebhard
25 Pollard Curry III, Frank Jackson, Marilynn Shafter
26- Lewis Ostermeyer, Harry Tunnell
27- Jordan Gonzalez, Cean Odom Sr.

A hearty “thank you” to many at Zion who have given
food and other supplies for students attending Concordia
Seminary. These first three weeks in November we have
been able to deliver fifty-six containers of various sizes
to the Seminary. These loving gifts are especially helpful to Concordia families during these times of elevated
prices. Please continue with your gifts during December, as we will continue to collect items thru Wednesday
December 14th. May our Lord continue blessing the
givers and the receivers of His mercy.
Once again we want to thank all the individual that help
keep Zion going and those that help throughout the year
with clean ups and events. You’re work does not go
un-noticed if you like to be a part of volunteering some
time helping please contact Kevin Leininger, DaVanna
Seifert, TruLaine Starks and Melvia Culpher to see how
you can help out here at Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
I would like to thank everyone in the congregation for
all the love and support showed to mr during the year.
May God keep and watch over everyone as the New
Year starts. No good deed goes unnoticed and I am
proud to serve here at Zion. Thanks, Melvia

December Wedding Anniversarys
5- Bill & Carolyn Wallschlaeger 58 yrs
12- Joshua & Heather Wood 13 yrs
17- Alez & Ashley Graf 6 yrs
20- Roland & Anne Ziegler 19 yrs
27-Joel & Pamela Fester 53yrs

The VOICE deadline for the Jan. issue
is Dec. 27th

Highlights of the Month
Baptism of Gideon Paul Muehl November 6, 2022

Bach Colleguim Concert held here at Zion

Pastor & Marge At CLHS USO Gala

We have until December 15th, to be a blessing to the seminary students of CTSFW. Janice & Ed Grim deliver these
items to the Food Bank weekly. In addition to the grocery sacks for food items, there is a small box on the table, in
which you may place a gift card or cash, if you prefer that way of giving. Thank you for sharing your holiday joy with
the Seminary students.
Suggested items:
CANNED, PLASTIC, OR GLASS:				
DRY PACKAGED:
Meats								Beans
Fish								
Rice
Stew								Cereal, Hot or Cold
Vegetables							
Soup mix
Pork & Beans							
Boxed or Powered Milk
Baby Food							
Cookies
Tomato Sauce							
Pasta
Fruits								Mac & Cheese
Spaghetti Sauce						
Sugar or Substitutes
Shorting, Oil							Flour
Peanut Butter							
Detergents/Soaps/Shampoos
Jellies, Jams						
Toothpaste/Brushes/Deodorant
Spaghettios, Ravioli, etc.					
Diapers & Wet wipes
Soup								
Toilet Paper, Paper Towels
Thank you for participating in our Seminary Food Bank Drive. Please continue to lift up our Seminary students in
prayer as they work tto serve our Lord and our Lutheran Church.

This year we are able to do fruits and cookies for the shut
in’s. If you would like to help
donate cookies and fruit for them please have them at the
church by Dec 17th so we can get them packed to be
delivered on Sunday Dec 18th. If you want to voluteer
with the packing or deliveries please call Melvia in the
office. You can also send a card to them if you like.
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December 2022

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

nd i s

Sunday

Sunday Service Schedule
Sunday School and Adult Bible
Class at 10:30 AM

Elder: Muehl/
Scott

4
Elder: Lammert/
Muehl
4:00 PM CLHS
Christmas at
the Embassy

11

12

Elder: Jackson/
Scott

5:30 PM CEA
Board of
Directors
Meeting

Last Sunday to
Order Christmas Flowers

18

19

Elder: Muehl/
Litke
8:45 AM Pre
Service music
9:00 AM
Christmas Day
Festival
Service

25

church@zionfw.org

26

Saturday
11 AM Private
Confession and
Absolution
5:30 PM Cadets
in Cadence
Dinner

Altar Guild

Dana Muehl/Carolyn
Wallschlaeger

6:30 PM LSA
Meeting

5

6:00 PM 6th
Annual City of
Churches Tour

pastor@zionfw.org

Divine Service of Word and
Sacrament at 9 AM each Sunday

Friday

1

9:30 PM Men of
Zion
5:45 PM Advent
Supper
7:00 PM Prayer

7:00 PM Elders
Council

6

7

8

9:30 AM FW
South Circuit

9:30 PM Men of
Zion
5:45 PM Advent
Supper
7:00 PM Prayer

10:30 PM Book
of Concord

13

14

15

2

11 AM Private
Confession and
Absolution

9

21

12:00 NOON
Administrative
Council

9:30 PM Men of
Zion
5:30 PM Divine
Service

27

28

4:00 PM Advent
Candlelight
Evening
Prayer
CTSFW

10

11 AM Private
Confession and
Absolution
11:00 AM
Packing Shut-in
bags

16

9:30 PM Men of
Zion
5:45 PM Advent
Supper
7:00 PM Prayer

20

3

17
6:30 PM
Christmas Eve
Preservice
7:00 PM Candlelitght
Service of
Lessons &
Carols

22

23

24

29

30

31

